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THE 
Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
To V. — T. ---- Eſq; 


S IR, - | . 
Eing retir'd to a place where I have little elſe to do, but fit 
B ſtill and Scribble, I thought a ſhort Deſcription of North- 
Vales, might be as Diverting to others to Read, as the Country 
was Tedious to me to Travel. 3 89 2 when I conſider, that 
(tho it be a part of this Iſland of Great Britain) it is (in a manner) 
as much unknown to us, that live in the Centre of the Nation, as 
Newfoundland to a Country Vicar, or Ultima Thule to a primitive 
e Tis true, both Cambden and Speed give you ſome 
curſory Accounts of the Place: But, as the Former's Knowledge 
was Extracted from a parcel of Old Moth-eaten Records, very little 
to the purpoſe, and that Eternally Voluminous Romancer, Giral- 
dus Cambrenſis; ſo the Other fetch'd his from as many Traditional 


„ of equal Authority with Rablais's Garagantua, and Beards 
eatre. del. eee 3 Hed 4 


The Method, I dare ſay, is very New; for, tis neither confin d 
to the ſtrict Rules of a Journaliſt, nor yet Writ with the Latitude 
of a Traveller at large. If my Readers be not too grave, I hope 
the thing will not be thought too light. Every Man has his pecu- 
liar Vanity. The Soldier's not more proud of a Lac'd Coat and Fea- 
ther, than the Prieſt is of his Paragon Caſſock and Circingle, or the 
Citizen of his Fine Wife; It would be abſurd for me to requeſt your 
good Opinion of it, when I have deny'd it my own. Therefore, 
I ſhall only add, That tis hop'd it may afford you one Hour's Di- 
verſion, which; if you find, he will not think his Labour loſt, who 
1 pu | 


| Your 4 Fectionate Friend and Servant, 
E. B. 


2 


A ; THE 


1 H E 
PREFACE to the READERS, 
Whether Geile or Simple. 


"Here's No- body donbts lut Sclomon ſhom d himſelf as mnch a 
Philoſopher, when he treated of the Hyſop on the Wall, as when 
he took the Cedar of Lebanon for his Subje#. A Titian, a Michael 
Angelo, a Vandike, or a Kneller, equally diſplay their Art, in pour- 
traying a loathſom Dunghil, as in deſcribing a Magnificent Palace. 
1his Motive alone inducd me to attempt the Hiſtory of Country, famors 
for nothing ſo much, os its Singularity from all others. You have been 
even cloyd with London-Spies, Trips to Jamaica, the Bath, and 
the Jubilee: Perhaps, a Trip to Wales, may, for its Novelty, prove 
a little acceptable, tho' no Accuracy of compoſure recommends it to your 
Pernſal. Dis not my 7 either to cajole you into a good humour 
by Compliments (which I never much affected) or, to fright you into 
good Manners, by a rough Bully-like Preface, no leſs offenſive on the 
other Hand. I Writ what follows, fees to pleaſe my own bancy, 
without the leaſt regard to Jou, your Heirs and Aſſigns, or any of them. 
And you may (if you pleaſe) try if it will have the ſame effect upon yours ; 
IF not, I declare it, in plain Engliſh, you are as free to let it alone. I can- 
not but think it as Reputable an Employment for Me, as for an Emperor 
to catch Flies. And ſo I ſurrender it to the Mercy of a Critical Capti- 
ous World; without troubling my ſelf, whether it be preferr d to the Cly- 
* ſet, or ſentenc'd to a leſs honourable Place. ; 
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Know not by what fatality it came to paſs, that I was bred 
up to the Study of the Law ; but, ſyfely the importunity 
of others had a greater hand in it, than any inclination of 
my own; for, I was ever of ,Opining ,.a Young Bareſter 
without an Eſtate (my Caſe ) made as awkard a Figure, as a 
Dancing-Maſter in the Habit of a Non-Con Parſon; In regard, 
ſuch rarely get their Bread, till they have loſt their Teeth to eat 
it. However, being call d to the Bar, I began to conſider , what 
Way I might beſt let my ſelf into Buſineſs, with the leaſt certainty of 
Expence, and the, greateſt probability of Advantage. Amongſt 
all che numerous Projects that fill'd my Head, I could think of none 
like going a Weleh Circuit. For hap'ning one Day (in Trinity 
Tecm) to dine at a Welch Judge's Houſe, with whom I was acquaint- 
, I met there fome Attorneys of that Country, who, in leſs time 
than a Man might ſay over a Pater-Noſter, made all that was ſet 
upon the Table inviſible ; and then, to make us amends, entertain d 
us with a Romantick harangue of the Felicities of North-Wales, 
which they talk'd of, as if they had been deſcribing the Land of 
| Promiſe, that flow'd with Milk and Honey; nay, they wanted lit- 
tle of perſuading me, that Broad Cloath of Twelve Shillings a 
Yard, grew. upon the Hedges; and every now and then, a requeſt l 
was wedg dhn, that I would come and Practice amongſt them. There 
needed not half ſo many Arguments, to put me upon a thing I was 
Naturally forward enough to undertake: 'So the bargain was quick- 
ly Struck up, and I fully determin'd to Viftit Wales the very. next 
Circuit. | 8 5 | 1 | 
But, before I proceed any further, I will firſt premiſe ſome Ac- 
count of the Place, and Inhabitants, and then fpeak of my own 
Treatment there. 1 A 
Wales then (antiently called Cimbria) is divided into North, and 
 SouthWales, Tis the former of theſe I propoſe to ſay ſomewhat 
off. This conſiſts of Six intire ( tho' ſmal!) Counties, viz. 
Montgomery, Flint, Denbigh, Merioneth, Carnardan, and the Ie of 
Angleſea, and is ſeperated trom Ereland, by the Rivers Dee, and 
Severn. B >: "Us 
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The Air is the belt thing it has to boaſt of, and will ſooner pro- 
cure you an Appetite, than furniſh you with means to ſupply it. 
The Country looks like the tag end of the Creation, the very 
 - Rubbiſh of Noah's Flood; and will (if any thing) ſerve to confirm 
an Epicurean in his Creed, That the World was made by Chance. 
The higheſt Hills that ever I ſaw in Exgland, ſuch as Penygent, 
Ingleburrough , and the like, are mcer Cher ryſto s ro the Brittiſh 
Alps; and no more to be compar d with chem, for Stature, than 
a Graſhopper with Goliah of Gath. So that there is not in the 
whole World, a People, that live ſo near to, and jt ſo very far 
from iicavcn, as the Welch do. — | 
You cannot Travel from Town, to Town, but you mult nee 
take the Clouds in your way, who fo gratefully reſent your 


vility age upon them, that you will have no gccafion iy 


com lain they en you away dry 5 for you may, at your Jour- 
toys end. akeYour Cloaths with as good a Grace, 2 any Wa- 
ter-Dog does his Shaggy Pantaloons. : 

A Tree challenges as many Lookers-on here, as a Blazing Star, 
or an African Monſter does elſewhere. And for great things 
(Leeks only excepted) you might have (cen as many in Egypt when 
the Locuſts had bee Raparecing the Country. 
Coaches in many Parts, were never fo much as heard off, nor 
can the Natives form any Idca's of them, that are not as diſpropor- 
tioned to the Truth, as Monſenuma s Conception ot the Ses, who 
had never ſeen any thing longer than a Horte Pond. Carts are 
about the ſize (and ſome what of the thap2) f Brewers Drays. 
HForfes are no Rarities, but very cally miſtaten for Maſtiff-Dogs, 
unleſs view d attentively; they will live half 2 Week upon the 
Juice of a Flint Stone. (For Grafs ard Hay, they know as little 
as Oates. ) And they will run upon the Ridge of a Mountain as 
thin as the back of a Knife, with us much ſecurity and ſpeed, as 
an accompliſh'd Race Horſe will exert upon New-Market-Heath, or 
e EY oO 7 2H 3 og] 

Their Beaſts are all ſmall, except their Women, and their Lice, 
both which are (to an Hyperbole) of the largeſt ſize. 

They want not ſtore of Mutton, that is tollerably ſweet, for 
Meat fo lean : But GoatsFleſh (as more ſuitable to their own Rank 
Conſtitution) has the preference; this (forſooth) they call Rogf- 
Veniſon. ; a TEN | 

nee Goats are ſuch excellent Climbers, that the only way to 
be familiarly acquainted with, them, is to tender your Reſpects, by 
2 Musket Ball. | "x 

Little want is there of Fiſh; ſuch as Trout, Guinaid, Salmon, 
Lobſters, and the like, but no Maids to be met with. 

Their Beef is as tough as an Artillery Man's Coat upon a Train- 
ing Day , and requires a very Oltriches Stomach to digeſt it. 

You cannot ſuppoſe they want Pork, in a Country ſo very 
Swiniſh. | | | 

Their Dreſſing Victuals ſerves to veriſie an Old Proverb, That 
where God ſends Meat, ſome body elſe will furniſh 'em with Lande 
"3 175 heir 


A Trip to North-Wales. 

Their Houſes generally conſiſt but of one Room, but that plen- 
tifully ftock'd with Inhabitants ; for beſides the Proprietors, their 
Children , and Servants, you ſhall have two, or three Swine, and 
Black Cattle (White they are never without) under the ſame Roof, 
and hard to ſay, which are the greater Brutes.. 
" Theſe Houſes have holes dug in their Sides, that ſerve em 
for a double purpoſe, both to let in Light, and to let out Smoke ; 

they repreſent both Windows and Chimneys: For ſhoud a Man 
have a Chimney perching on the top of his Thatch d Manſion th 
he wou'd ſtand in great danger of being prickt down forHighSheriff. 

Cow-dung is their principal Fiering ; and the neater ſort uſe 
Swine's dung inſtead of Sap. 1 

Neceſſary Houſes are the only places reputed needleſs here: 
Perhaps, the ſame Pot that boyls their Food, ſerves em for another 
uſe. This you may aflure- your (elf, their is very ſoft treading 
near a Welch Houſe, for thoſe that are troubled with Corns. In 
a word, tis an abſolute Cataplaſm ; but no Carrion will Kill a 
Grow. +11 2 OAK 8 
Thus much for their Habitations: Now for.thoſe that dwell 
in em. INN | . 
Some ſuppoſe em to be deſcended from the ſame common Pa- 
rents with us ; but to hear one of them Talk, you wou d take em for 
a ſort of Pre-Adamites; nor can there be any thing imagin d ſo 
troubleſome, as a Welch-Man, when poſſeſs d with the Spirit of 
Genealogy. They are (doubtleſs) the true Off-Spring of the An- 
tient Britains; and having crept into an obſcure Corner of the Land, 
no ways able to recompence the toyl of Conqueſt; They liv'd for 
many Ages undiſturb'd, and as ſafe as a Thief in a Mill, till our firſt 
Edward, with much ado, Cudgell'd em into Humanity, and per- 
ſuaded em (tore againſt their wills) to live a little like the reſt of 
their Neighbours. Facts if Ee LES 
Wolves were formerly as plentiful amongſt em, as Pick-Pockets 
at a Conventicle, till their Princes being oblig d to Pay a Yearly 
Tribute of Three Hundred; In a proceſs of Time, no noxious 
Vermine, but the Inhabitants, were left in the Lance. 
They have this in common with the Fews, that they ever Mar- 
ry in their own Tribe, which, as it is detrimental to them; ſo it 
is highly advantageous. to all others. . 

Their Language is inarticulate and guttural, and ſounds more 
like the Gobling of Geeſe, or Turkeys, than the Speech of Ra- 
tional Creatures. It is ſtuff d as full with Apes, as ever you ſaw a 
Leg of Veal with Parlly. Ys „ 

They are fo well vers'd in the Hiſtory" of their Deſcents, that 
you ſhall hear a poor Beggar Woman derive her Extraction from 
the firſt Maid of Honour, to Nimrod's Wife, or elſe ſhe thinks ſhe 
is no-body. 
If they want a Pewter Spoon or Porringer in their Houſe, yet 
will they by no means be without a Pedigree. | 


The 


l 
T 
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The Itch is more Hereditary among em than Eſtates ; and they 
have Lice upon all their Bodies. To remedy the tormer of theſe 
1nconveniencies (the other 1s not reputed any) they anoint them- 


ſelves ſo protuſely with Brimſtone, that their Shirts and Shifts 
might almoſt ſerve inſtead of Card-Matches ; ſo that they are in- 
tolerable Company, if once they get the Wind of you. . 
They are ſuch great lovers of Cleanlineſs, that they never Shift 
above four times a Year, and that exactly upon Quarter Day, ex- 
cept it happen to be Leap-Year. n 
' Moſt of the middle (and all the meaner) fort, are as abſolute 
ſtrangers to Shoes and Stockings, as to moral Honeſty : Whereby 
their Legs and Feet become in time ſo callous , that hardly any 
thing will hurt em. 226. | 
For their Chriſtianity (if youll believe Tertullian) they came 


by it very early; but (like an Old Coat) it is now grown ſo 


thread bare, that you can hardly make it out, that there ever 
was any ſuch thing as Chriſanity amongſt 'em. 
They Preface every thing, with Got and St. Taphy now. Which 


Saint was a very worthy - Gentleman, that cou'd: play at Back- 


Sword well. You. may read of him plentifully in that- excellent 
Book, call'd, The Hiſtory of the Seven Champions; to which J refer 
you for further Information. | 
Their moſt uſual Imprecations are theſe z May Hur never wear 
Leek more ; May Hur be chodked with tofted Cheeſe; and, he Tiphil 


pite Hur Head off. 


Their Churches ſomewhat reſemble the Jewiſh Temple, when 
converted into a Pigeon-Houſe. Their Pews look exactly like the 
Pens for Geeſe, Calves. and Hogs in Ruwforu-Market, or Weſt- 
Smithfi:la. And there it is, that (by way of Ornament, not Uſe) 
they depoſit thoſe tew Bibles they have. —_ 3 5 

Their Pulpits (generally the Trunk of ſome Hollow Tree) are badly 


covered, and worſe lin'd Their Prieſts (which are made of the vileſt 


of the People) have juſt Latin enough to intitle em to the benefit of 
the Clergy, and no more. For Greek it ſuffices them to have heard there 
is ſuch a thing in the World, they never trouble themſelves about it. 
Hebrew, they are the beſt qualified for that can be, partly in regard 
of their own guttural Pronunciation, and partly becauſe its Roots 
Flouriſh beſt in barren Ground ; but they ate as abſolute Strangers to 


it, as the reſt of the Uncircumciz'd World. 


Vet tis rate to ſee any of em without the Rubrick, and Cam- 
bridge Arms, Lucem &. Pocula, Fire and Cups in their Faces; ſo very 
conformable are they. IE It 2 

Their Surplices are full as courſe (and almoſt as white) as Car- 
mens Frocks; you wou d take em for Spiritual Muckenders, for they 
are perpetually wiping their Noſes on em. 

Five Marks a Year will creditably and comfortably maintain one 
of thoſe illiterate Sir Johne, his Wife, and Six Children ; nor do 


they deſerve one Penny more than they have. They are univerſal- 


ly the Sow-gelders and Ale-Houſe-Keepers of their reſpective 
Pariſhes. ——— | 


heard 
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heard a Parſon recommend, in Publick, a Woman that the French- 
Now, firſt to the Merciesof God in his Prayer, next to the Charrty 
Of all pious well- diſpos d Chriſtians; that knew not. how ſoon it 
might be their own Condition. | 

At Penmorthey, {ome of our Younger ſore ſent one Evening for 
a Fidler; and who do. you think ſhou'd come, but the Reverend 
Doctor of the Pariſh 2 who pull'd a ſmall ſqueaking Inſtrument 
'(miſcall'd a Violin) out of a ſlit in his Cailock, and began to make 
as good Melody as three or four Cats in a Garret at Midnight. 
A Perſon preſent, threw a Cake of Butter at him, which obnubi- 
lated one fide of his Ecclęſiaſtical Chops; he threatned-to complain 
. to his Dioceſan, who was a Juſtice of Peace, but was ſoon ſtop d 
by a preſent of ſix Pence à ſight, I ſuppole, he had not been 
bleſed with ſince laſt Eaſter-Offerings: : After i which he was ſo 
very pliant to the Humours of the Company, that you mig! ht e 
out offence) have kick d him like a Football 

Lou may expect (but will not find) any Rings of Bells here ; yet 
moſt of their Churches have one (about the bigneſs of a large 
Candleſtick) hung upon (not in) a thing like a Steeple, as a Muſh- 

room is MAE: INS A is generally rußg out upon any joyful 
Nenn — 

1 remember once We e had a Church Warden 8 Acconnts Canvas d 
in Court, and (amongſt other things) there are theſe that follow. 

Lem, Three Pence for a twiſted Hay-Rope to the Bell at St. 
Nan: Church. 1 1 

Tem, Seven Pence for a Gate, to keep off Themes l Righard' 
4 00 ow, from devouring the aforeſaid Hay-Ropee. 

Their Church-Yards ſerve the Dead for a Burying, and the Li- 
ving for a Dancing Place, and that evety Sunday; for there you 
ſhall ſee a Blind Harper mounted upon a Grave Stone, making ad- 
mirable Harmony, and ſurrounded by the Long-Ear d Trip, like 
Another Orpbeus amongſt the Beaſts. 

For their civil Government, tis after the Model of Eng Lev 21 
in many things as much varies N ie as the d Alctioran 
does from the Scotch Directory. | | 

Circuits... an, ftinerantChancery, King > Bench: Conmon-Pleas, — 
Exchequer: So that the ſame Hand that inſlicts the Warne. Bt 
Common Law, applies the Equity Plaiſter alſo. TR. 

In three Weeks time, they will ſue a Man to an Out-Lawry V. 1 
is the form of one of tlicir Proclamations 3 Morgan. Cadwalader, 
- Gent. come forth and Anſwer to Jane Ap, Rice. Williams, in a 

Plea of Dower, or elſe you loſe three Kine , price fifteen Shilling. 
IT bey are very favourable to their own Country-men, and will 
by no means ſubject em to any Capital Puniſhment; an inſtance 
of which we had in our Circuit, where we cou'd not Hang one 
Man. There was a fellow Indicted for Sheep-Stealing, and 4 very 
| N Evidence of his Guilt Produc d ʒ yet the thick Seull d Jury 
rought him in Guilty of Van-slaughter. But Strangers are not to 
expet ſuch fair Quarter. e | 
| 5 C ; WE Their 
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Their Civil Actions are brought upon every frivilous Accounts. 


As for your Hens ſcraping up a Daily in your Neighbour's Gar- 
den, fora phillip on the Noſe, for ſaying you are no true Welch- 
Man, and the like. Pr 


No Man will appear there, either upon a Jury, or a Witneſs, un- 


leſs he be call'd by his Addition of Quality, as well as Name; as 
High Omen, Eſq; Evan Roberts, Gent. Nay, it has been known, that 
-when My Lords the Judges have in their Circuits, been ſo crouded, 
as to be well high Stifled upon the Bench; and the Sheriff has 
found all his Mandates to keep the King's Peace upon pain of Re- 
bellion invalid ; he has at laſt been forc'd to cry, All You that are 


Gentlemen of Wales, and Antient Britans, ſtand off, and keep your 


: Diſtance ; which has effectually done the Buſineſs. T7 
They are of a Hot Cholorick Temper, and will, upon a word's 
ſpeaking, run at you with their Knives full drive. But as their 


Valour is ſoon kindled, ſo it as quickly evaporates. = | 


© For their Women, they are happy that know them only by Re- 


port: For, to have to do with em, is, in a literal ſenſe, to be 


Reading is a valuable Accompliſhment amo Sexes; but, 
to be able to Write too, makes em preſently commence Rabbies: 
For many, even of the better ſort, think themſelves no mean Scho- 
lars, if they have once attain d to be able to ſet their Marks to a 


guilty of the Sin of Uncleanneſs. 


1 izeir Wenches unſpit Meat with their Naked Teeth, which 
are full as ſweet as clean: So that, had Cornelins Agrippa liv'd in 
Wales, *tis more than probable, he had never put Cookery amongſt. | 


* 


- his Vanities of Sciences. 


Butter is there of a dark yellowiſh complexion, mixt with green; 


and you muſt hold your Noſe in your own defence, before you 
can put i into your Mouth. However, tis very good to greaſe 


Cart-wheels. 


. 


Eggs bear no Price, unleſs they have Chickens in em; and then 
they are as much coveted, as Green Peaſe in January by a Big- 


belly'd Woman, or Spiders by a Sick Monkey. 


— 


Toaſted Cheeſe epitomizes all Dainties with them; and they 
Eat it with as much Luxury, as the Scotch do Steenbarnact, or the 


the Iriſh Bonniclabber. It is made of Cows Milk, mixt with that of 


Goats, Bitches, and Mares; ſo that an Engliſhman would as ſoon 
chuſe to Dine with a Hungry Tartar upon Sun-burnt Horſe-Fleſh, 


AS = a bit of it into his Mouth. 


orks they never uſe, looking upon Fingers as the more primi- 
tive Inſtitution. 5 | 
Their Liquor is of a 


* 


ale deceitful complexion; but as treache- 


rous in its Effects, as the worſt of thoſe that either Brew or 
Uſe it. | ; 75 | 


To ſum up their Character in one Word. | 
They Live lazily and heatheniſhly ; they Eat and Drink naſtily 


Lodge hardly; Snore profoundly ; Belſh perpetually ; Shift rare- 
An | 


ly ; Louſe frequently; and Smoke Tobacco everlaſtingly. 


LY 


A Trip io North-Wales. 5 
1 An Account of my Entertainment amongſt em muſt now en- 
ſue. | | 5 2 » 7 2 
I had no ſooner paſſed the River Dee, but I began to grow 
ſenſible I was not in England; for the Country I was got into, 
look'd no more like it, than it a Man had been in America, or the 
. moſt uninhabited parts of Arabia. There was a ſavage Air in the 
Face of every body I met, that plainly told me, Theſe muſt he 
Deſcended from Brutus, the Nephew of Virgil's Heroe. 
The firſt Town we ſtept in, was the Welchpoole in Moztgom 
ſhire, where we were ſo commodiouſly Lodged, that it he | 
preſum d Marius, when in the Fenn of Minturnum, lay in a Palace, 
compar'd with this ill-favour d reſemblance of an Inn. We got 
early to Bed, in regard of our next day's Journey, which conſiſted 
of 12 Welch (that is to ſay 36 Engliſh) Miles; for every one of 
em was a complete Dutch League. ob in: nn 
I had not gone above a third part of the way, ere my Horſe 
loſt a Shoe, an ordinary misfortune in that Rocky Country. I 
deſired the Judge to ſtay till he was Shod ;z, but he told me he 
could not, for he was oblig'd, by ſuch an Hour, to meet his Bro- 
ther at the City of Dinas Mouthaye, (a place I ſhall no more forget, 
than a Parliament Soldier Edge-Hill or Marſion-moor,) which (as 
as he ſaid) lay ſtrait on, and was but 6 Miles diſtant: I order d 
my Man to Book it down, to prevent , miſtakes; and expected to 
find a place, at leaſt, twice as big as Shrewsbury. Well, I got my 
Beaſt Shod, with much ado, by a very Beaſt as himſelf; a Smith 
that could ſpeak no more Engliſh than a Dromedary ; and who 
liv'd (like the antient Trogladites, Herodotus and Strabo mention) 
at leaſt three Fathom underground. T 
The firſt Object I met, I had like to have miſtook for a piece of 
Cerman Clock-work; his Head, Hands, and Feet, all kept Time; 
whilſt he put himſelf to no leſs pains than Hercules in cleanſing 
the Angean Stables, to make a living Automaton, call d a Keffet 
(or Horſe) move. The Creature appear d thoroughly to have 
imbib'd the Doctrine of Paſſive- Obedience, and no more valu'd 
his Rider's Stripes and Kicks, than the French King does the Duke 
of Modena; but ſtill preſervd in his Pace, a Majeſtick Spaniſh 
Gravity: It look d as it Lineally Deſcended from Preiſe God bare 
Bones, and was fo groſs an Idolater, that almoſt every Monient 
it Bowed down to Stocks and Stones. Friend (ſays J) Which is 
the Way to the City of Dizas Mouthaye ? He ſurvey d me with as 
great attention, as if he defign'd to draw my Picture, for a full 
quarter of an Hour; and then comforted me with a Diggo» Com- 
rague, Dimſarſnick, i. e. (as I was afterwards told) I can ſpeak 
Welch, but no Engliſh. At laſt, Riding on n_ not a few per- 
plexing Fears) I was got into the middle of the City, enquiring 
the way to it; till a Woman that had Shoes and Stockings on 
(whom, for that reaſon, I took to be a Perfon of Quality) told 
me I was in the High- Street. Caſting my Wonder-{truck Eyes a- 
bout here and there, by ſome half Pikes that aver-top'd a ſmall 
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Cottage, I began to perceive my Judge was got into his Grandure, 


and ſo it prov d. 


I found him in the uppermoſt Room of the Houſe (that had 


notwithſtanding a Clay Floor) which was hung with as Noble and 
Elegant Tapeſtry as ever Spiders Loom produc d. | | 

Ihe Porridge-pot (bold as it was) fac'd His Majeſty's Prime 
Commiſſioners of Oyer and Terminer, without the leaſt appearance 
of Shame: But the Broom (as if good Houſewifry were quite out 
of *countenance) was modeſtly retir d into a corner, behind the 
Door. It had two Beds at the upper-end, - a Goat and two Pigs 
at the lower-end, and a Fire-place in the middle. His Lordſhip 
bad me welcome, and told me I came in Pudding-time, for they 
were juſt going to Dinner, and ſtay'd only for Mr. Mayor: Ay, 


thought I, it muſt needs be a bleſſed Mayor that belongs to this 


Corporation; and in the midſt of my Contemplations, his Worſhip 
was pleas d to appear. | t 


- There was a Fellow that carried a Batoon, or Truncheon(dawb'd 
with yellow; at each end, in imitation of Gilding) much of the 


ſame faſhion with thoſe the Marſhalls of the City Militia carry 


before their Captains, inſtead of a Mace before him. 83 
Ne was of aPreſence ſufficiently Auguſt and Venerable ; for he had 


juſt ſuch a Face as our Sign-Poſt-Daubers give King Harry VIII. of 


Glorious Memory ʒ and it might be divided, as Dr. Heylin has done the 
Kingdom of Poland, into Wood-Land and Champion: The nei- 
thermoſt part was lamentably over grown with Hair, which much 
reſembled Bavins at a Bakers. His Hat might be worth about two 
Groats, for the Kitchin-Stuff that was on it; but, ſetting aſide 
that, the whole Inventory of his wearing Apparel had been over- 
rated at Six pence. His Cloaths hung about him like Bandileers, or 
Sauceages. And (to ſpeak the truth) he was the Raggelt Dog of 
a Magiſtrate, that ever my Eyes beheld. 
However, the Judges gave him the Right-hand of Fellow- 
ſnip, and ſet him at the upper end of the Table, where, after 
a little of the Welch Ale had invaded his Pericranium, his Tongue 
run as nimbly as wild-Fire, and that ſo very long, that the Phi- 
loſophers who were at a loſs for a perpetual Motion, might have 
found it ther i ee * 3 £3 
I remember (amongſt other things) pointing to a Houſe over the 
way, that the Sun Shon thro? in about five and forty places (and 
where one wou'd have thought a Dog, or a Cat, cou d not have 
ſubſiſted a fortnight without catching cold) Got knows (ſays. my 
Old Gentleman) Hur Family has flouriſh d there theſe eleven Hundred 
Years. | inthe 2075.4 663 04 ot | 
From thence we departed after Dinner for the Town of Dolgelth- 
lie, in Merionethſhire, where we kept our firſt Aſſizes, or (to ſpcak 


intheir Language) Great Seſſions. 


In our Paſſage upon the brow of a Mountain , we were met 
by the High Sheriff, at the head of the Gentry : They were ſuch 
as would hardly have paſs d Muſter for petty Conſtables here; but 


there twas every one, Colonel ſuch- a- one, and Juſtice ſuch-a-one. 


They 
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© A Trip to North-Wales. 9 
They were mounted upon little Keffels, about a Cupit and half 
high, to which a Scotch Galway, or Iriſþ Garron, look'd like Buce- 
phalus himſelf; but what they wanted in Stature, was abundantly 


ſupply'd with the length of Mane and Tail, and a deep channel be- 
tween evcry brace of Ribs. 


* 


This Town of Dolgelthlie had ſeveral thin gs very Remarkable be- 
longing to it; of which, the moſt Memorable were theſe. 


Firtt, It was wall d with Walls ſix Miles high, meaning a Ridge 
of Rocks that environ'd it: And they were, ſuch, Ill aſſure you, as 
would have bid defiance to Hannibal and all his Vinegar. 


Then we came into it under Water, and out of it over Water, 
A boarded channel convey d a ſmall River over our Heads; and 
we went out of it over a Bridge, More Anglicano. 5 

Then the Steeple grew. There was but one Bell, a mere Tin- 
tinabulum, and that hung in a Tree, which, to do the Country 
right, was the only Tree I ſaw growing there: For, ſetting aſide 
that, I did not ſee Living Timber enough to make a Whipping 
Poſt of. | 


Laſely, There were more Ale-Houſes than Houſes in it; for ; 
every Houſe was ſubdivided into divers little Tenements, each of 
Which fold Drink apart. — | 


Surrounded by a vaſt Tribe of the bare-footed Regiment, we got; 
at length, to our Lodgings z where I deſired my Landlady to ſhow 
me a good Room: That ſhall you have, ſays ſhe, Got knows : And 
ſuch a one as Chriſt nor Saint David ever Lodged in. And in that 
ſhe ſpoke nothing but truth; for it was a Ground, Chamber, 
whoſe Walls look'd as if they had catch'd the Leproſie. They 
were plaiſter d with Mortar of 20 different ſorts of colours; and at 
the Beds-head was a cranny, thro which the Wind diluted witli 


force enough to blow off a Man's Night-cap. 


No leſs than a whole Cart-load of Monumental Timber was 
carv'd into my Bedſtead; and it was to be aſcended by a Ladder 
of ſix or eight Steps; ſo that 'twas highly neceflary for a Man to 
make his Will befare he went into it, leſt, if he had tumbled out in 
the Night, he had awaken'd in another World the next Morning, 
as intallibly he muſt have done. 
Ihe Ticking was ſo obdurate, that it ſeem'd to beQuilted with 


Flint Stones inſtead: of Feathers; and perfectly drew Indentures in 
my Fleſh. | 


D | Upon 
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Upon the Teafter a whole race of Welch Spiders, deſcended, 
as I preſume, from the great Cadwalader, hung in cluſters, ready to 
drop into my Mouth, it I ſlept with it open. | | 


I had a pair of Sheets laid on as coarle as any Nutmeg-grater : 
I wiſh, to my comfort, I could have ſaid they had been half as 
clean; for they look d of as dimly' a complexion, as if they had 
ſcrubb'd half the Keffels, or Horſes, in the Country with them. 
When I expreffd my diſſatisfaction, and told my Landlady, I did 
at leaſt depend upon the civility of a pair of clean Sheets, as be- 
ing us d to wear pretty good Linnen : She reply d, Got krows, I 
need not be ſo nice; they had been lain in but ſix or eight Weeks; 
ſhe took them freſh-off her Hugband's Bed. And then, you know, 1 


had no reaſon te complain. 


* 


Well — in I got, but could no more Sleep, than if I had been 
in Regulus Barrel or Little-Eafe ; for I had a Regiment or two of 
Fleas immediately at free Quarter upon me; which prov'd ſuch ad- 
mirable Phlebotomiſts, that I hardly knew my felf, next Morning, 
hen I came to conſult a Looking-glaſs. ' And they may talk what 
they will of their black Cattle, I am ſure I found ſome of a different 
complexion next Morning; and in a weeks time I was grown ſo 
complete a Grazier, that I could have ſtock d &er a Tartar in the 
Country. My judge lodg'd in ſomewhat a better Room over- 
head; and following him down Stairs one day, I had the Tack to 
find an overgrown Louſe of the firſt magnitude, on his Scarlet 
Robes. I was at firſt ſtrongly tempted to lay violent Hands on 
it, for its audacity; but at laſt reſoly'd to let it alone; conclud- 
ing it muſt needs, ſome time or other, fall into the Hands of 
Juſtice ; as no doubt but it did, tho unknown to me. 


My Man they cram'd into a hole in the Roof of the Houſe, 
the Hieroglyphick of an Oven, much about the ſize of an Eng- 
liſh Hen-rooſt 5 where notwithſtanding, as he told me himſelf, he 
made a ſhift to enjoy a more comfortable Repoſe than his Maſter 
could meet with. | N 


But this was not all: Misfortunes rarely come ſingle: in the mid- 
dle of the Night (wanting the uſual Fortifications of Lock and 
Bolt to my Chamber Door) in comes a great Sow, who, I ſuppoſe, 
had been Tenant in Poſſeſſion there before, and came to claim a re- 
entry. She was fo very big, that I was horribly afraid ſhe would 
have Pig d under my Bed: With this grunting Chamber- fellow 
I was oblig d to paſs over the Night; but never in my whole Life 
before pray d either ſo heartily, or ſo often, Phoſphore redde Diem. 


Next 
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Next Morning, occaſionally conſulting a hit of Looking:glaſs 
that was paſted up againſt the Wall (in which a Pigmy coud not 
ſee his Phiz, but by Senechdoche) I found I was, groen an abſolute 
Stranger to my own Countenance, ſo miſerably had my-Canibals 
excorlated and disfigur d it. 


* „ 4 _— 
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When I got up I call d for a Baſo of Water, to fee if the Li- 


quid Element would contribute any thing towards meliorating my 
Looks. The Wench (to ſhow the frankneſs of her Temper) brings 
no leſs than a pailful, but ſo very dirty, that (excepting her owt 
Face) I faw nothing likelier to turn a Man's Stomach in a Marni 
faſting. Alb that I fhall ſay of my Towel, is, That it was very 
arty 9 Io, Fr det 2 3 


* 


correſpondent to my Sheets. HO 27 of | | 
e 1 es WEIL PETIT, COIN OT 208! ff 75 209 59.088 — 14 n 

I next ſent out for a Barber (reſolving to ſet the beſt Face upon 
Mat ters I could) and in about half an hours time, in comes a grea- 
ſy Fellow, ſwift to ſhed innocent Blood, who, in a trice, from g 
portable cubboard, call'd, his Codpiete, pulls out a Woallen Night- 
Cap (that ſmelt very much of humane Sweat, and Candle-gteaſe) 
and about two Ells of Toweling, of ſo coarſe a 


might well have fery'd a Zealous Catholick inſtead 4 Penitetmial 
Hair- Clou. v8 fat» Fate Fight 


| yrr 4 +; | > 
After ſome: fumbling, he pulls out a thing he calld a Razor; 
bur any Mau elſe, both by the Looks, nd Effe 
have miſtaken it for a chopping Knife ; and with pure ſtrengt 
of Hand, in a ſhort time he Shay d me ſo clean, that not only the 
Hairs of my Face, but my very Skin was become inviſible; for he left 
me not ſufficient to make a Patch for an” Æthopian Lady of Plea- 
ſure: I gave him a ſmall piece, bearing Ceſar's Image and Super- 


fcription ; at which he doff d me fo low a Bow, that the very 
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ly took his leave _ ; arſ4© Kb Tia Pp 


ber ag plight 


Going into the Kitchen which was as near my 


% 


be, I found my Landlady bn ele for a very nice. iece of Cook» 
e 


ery, and that was to make a Fricaſce of Chickens, by the help of 
a Whiſtle that ſummon'd alſo her Maids and Hogs. The young 
Family were ſoon got to the Rendezvous; and when ſhe ſaw a 
full apperarice, a good Billet Artificially manag d, made the Mit- 
timus of about half a Dozen of em in a moments ſpace; both their 
Feathers and Skins were ſtript, and the poor Creatures handled with 
more Barbarity, than a London Hangman ever us d to a Traitor's Body. 


Whilſt I ſtood in a brown Study, contemplating her Neatneſs; 
I was on a ſudden ſurpriz'd with a Noiſe much reſembling that of 
Coopers, Trunk-makers,Pewterers,and Tinkers ii Conſort. In a word, 
Babel it ſelf never produc'd a more confus d, or inharmonious Jargon. 


hread, that they 


as, would cafify 


lay Floor was indented with his Knuckles, and fo he reverent- 
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= Upon putting my head out of the Window, I found it was a 
I | Company of their Militia, marching into a Valley to perform their 

| - Exerciſe : They did fo exceedingly revive in my Memory the 

| Blaeck-Guards, that I was ſometune before I could perſuade my 


. They went as the unclean Beaſts enterd the Ark by couples: 
Naſt of them had Swords ſtuck in the Waſtband of their Breeches 
4 der wunt of more regular Belts: They had quires of brown Pa- 


er Cecht upon their Stomachs to keep off Bullets; and about 
i to thirds of em were Arm'd with Birding-pieces, as if they were 


going to make War with the Sparrows, Feldefares, and Jackda ws: 
The reſt carried long Poles, miſcall'd Pikes: Their Colours ſeem d 
to be patch'd together out of ſome Old Darneux Curtains 3 
what their impreſs was, I cou d not learn. Their Drums were Pails 
and ſmall Tubs, headed with Pedigrtes, which made a terrible noiſe. 
Their Officers, for diſtinction, inſtead of Scarves and Corflets, wore 
great bunches of Leeks in their Hats. When their Names were 
Call d over, you would have concluded you had heard the Muſter- 
Rool of Xerxer's Army, but twas only, Vox, & perterea nihili. 
As caft my Eyes around, I ſpy'd an Object, that methoughts 
(in regard of his rueful Looks, and wretched Habit) was intitled 
to compaſſion, if not Charity; and he ſeem'd with a very moving. 
tho dumb, -Rhetroick to invite me to a Conference; but; bleſs mei ix 
How. eaſily are we Mortalsmiſtaken> Thie ve ee numerſcall 
Animal, who was the abſolute Hieroglyphick of a Stare- Crow. inſtead 1 
pf asking me an Alms, as I verily expected, came to proffer me a Fee, 

Or rather Bribe ; for it ſeems ſome malicious Neighbours of his 

had a Months mind to make him high Sheriff of the County, he be- 


g ing a ſubſtantial Gentleman, worth Sixty Pounds per Annum, and he 1 
was deſirous to uſe my ſuppoſed Intereſt with the Judges to get him 3 
ide" „ 4 
Thus was I introduc'd into the Circuit ; what further Memorable 9 
Paſſages did occur in, and out of Court, I deſign, if this meets with 1 


a friendly reception to make the Subject of a Second Part, and fo 
for the preſent ſhall give a little repoſe to my Pen and Fingers-ends. 
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